
 
 
 
 
 

Mule Whispers From Carole 
 

October 3, 2021 
 
Fires seem to be diminishing finally. And, so far, there are no new ones recently. 
 
I am writing this on the better side of Covid19. Darrel and I were both vaccinated in February this 
year but both of us got the virus anyway. Darrel and our daughter both came down with it first and 
then I got it from Darrel. We were struck with coughing, runny nose, headaches from time to time, 
fever not over 101 degrees, fatigue, and other flu-like symptoms. But I’m sure that head we not 
been vaccinated we would not have survived it nearly as well. As of today I am feeling nearly hu-
man and food tastes much better! 
 
The State Backcountry Rendezvous will be Halloween weekend (10/29-31/21) in Tulare. Marleen 
and Carole are prepared to shop the vendors for our donation to the Rendezvous raffle. 
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, October 6th at 7:00 pm in Polasek’s barn. Pizza Co. is open for 
those who want to meet there for dinner first about 5:30-6:00ish. 
 
Great weather for riding! Warm, sunny days and terrific Humboldt County to ride in. Or further 
afield if you have time for that. 
 
As always, hooves on the ground, saddle side up! Stay safe. 
 
Carole 

2021 Sept/Oct 



2021 Redwood Unit Officers and Board Members 

President:  Carole Polasek 

PO Box 625 

Ferndale, CA 95536-0625 

707-786-9637  muleride15@gmail.com 

Vice-President:  Mort Scott 

 1560 Zeus Ave 

 McKinleyville, CA 95519-4233 

 707-839-2800  mortscott7@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Susan Combes 

 PO Box 98 

 Ferndale, CA 95536-0098 

 707-786-9142 susan-combes2@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  David Pritchard 

 1414 Hayes, Eureka, CA 95501 

 760-791-2016 

Chairpersons: 

Public Service/Liaison/Work Parties: Mort Scott / Jeff Chase 

707-839-2800  mortscott7@yahoo.com /         707-888-8087 

Public Lands:  Carole Polasek 

707-786-9637  muleride@frontiernet.net 

Education, State Education Committee and Web Master: 

Jacque Murphy 

707-498-6648  brennaluet@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Lori White 

707-443-4662  upperdogpatch@aol.com 

Historian:  Matt Giacomini ~ giaco1369@yahoo.com 

 

Board of Directors: 2 year term 

 

Billie Mohr (2020-2021)   1226 Harris St, Eureka, CA 95503 

 520-909-9088 

Jacque Murphy  (2020-2021) 

       707-498-6648  brennaluet@hotmail.com 

Cathy Mathena  (2021-2022) 2743 Pigeon Point Rd,  

        Eureka, CA 95503-9792 

              707-445-4970  burdoc@suddenlink.net 

Darrel Polasek  (2021-2022)PO Box 625 

                          Ferndale, CA 95536-0625 

                    707-786-9637  muleride15@gmail.com 

 

1 Year Term (2021) 

 

Dick Wild    3227 Alice Ave, Arcata, CA 95521 

 707-822-6246 

Brenda Hoffman 

 

Kim Chamberlain  

 

Marleen Nylander   PO Box 963, FORTUNA, CA 95540-0963      
aquariustwins215@yahoo.com  

 

Lori White (2019-2020) 2054 Tompkins Hill Rd Loleta, CA 
95551 

              707-499-9816 uppedogpatch@aol.com 

  

Next membership meeting is scheduled for  

 

Next meeting is 

 Wednesday, October 6th at 7:00 pm  

in Polasek’s barn.  

 

Pizza Co. is open for those who want to meet there for 

dinner first about 5:30-6:00ish 

 

MONTHLY  MEETING 

The BCHC Redwood Unit News: Articles that appear in the BCHC       

Redwood Unit Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion 

of the units officers and/or members. Nor does publication of said articles 

constitute an endorsement of views. Accuracy of materials is the sole      

responsibility of the authors. Appearance of an advertisement does not   

constitute a recommendation or endorsement of the good or service offered 

therein. 

The BCHC Redwood Unit News welcomes member contributions. Club 

news, events, calendar dates and items of interest you wish to have     

submitted in the next issue of the newsletter need to be submitted by the 

5th of the month. Send submissions to the following address: 

Lori White  upperdogpatch@aol.com   2054 Tompkins Hill Rd, Loleta, CA    

     95551 ~  707-499-9816 

Philosophy and Purpose: 

Backcountry Horsemen of California has the following goals: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of 
horses in America's backcountry and wilderness. 

2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recrea-
tional stock use. 

3. To assist the various government and private agencies in 
their maintenance and management of said resource. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in 
the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen 

and the general public commensurate with our heritage. 

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new units of the 
organization 



MAIL TO:  BCHC MEMBERSHIP 

                 1280 STATE RTE 208 

                 YERINGTON, NV 89447 

OR CAN RENEW ON LINE AT:    

HTTP://WWW.BCHCALIFORNIA.ORG/DOCS/MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION.PDF 

RENEWAL REMINDERS:  

  

September 

Patrick & Jacque Murphy 

Kristi Krueger 

Sharne Simmons 

Bonnie Branco 

 

October 

Lisa Whitten 

Kim Chamberlain 

Susan Wardrip 

David Pritchard 

 

November 

Julie Baron 

Marleen Nylander 

Alyssa Alvarez 

Dean & Connie Beck 

 

December 

Jay Hight 

 

January 2022 

Linda Wall 

Mel Kreb 

Anna Dotson 

Billie Mohr & Ed Sher 

Dale Hay 

Pamela Shields 

February 2022 

Karen & Stephen Underwood 

Barry & Paula Stewart 

Susan Combes 

Dennis, Rochelle & David Halligan 

Donna Pope & Shirley Soderman 

Todd & Penny Calvo 

Clyde & Aryn Dalton 

Jeff Chase 

Ron Wahlund 

 



 
Redwood Unit General Membership Meeting 

Backcountry Horsemen of California 

September 1, 2021 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by president Carole Polasek. Officers and board members attending: Carole Po-
lasek, Darrel Polasek, Susan Combes, David Pritchard, Marleen Nylander, Dick Wild, Cathy Mathena, Billie Mohr, 
Brenda Hoffman. Absent: Mort Scott, Lori White, Kim Chamberlain, Jacque Murphy. 
 
Flag salute and pledge of allegiance. 
 
Carole welcomed attendees. 
 
Billie Mohr moved to accept the August 4, 2021, minutes as printed in the newsletter. Brenda Hoffman seconded. Mo-
tion carried. 
 
Correspondence included three more cards from people attending the Catered Ride saying how much they enjoyed it. 
Claudia, who was injured on the ride, sent $100 donation to the Unit and Petrolia and Ferndale fire departments which 
responded to her accident. Chestine Anderson sent a note saying Oregon Equestrian Trails have adopted Leave No 
Trace principals and that Ivomectin is toxic to dogs and they should not snack on manure from horses who have re-
cently received the drug. 
 
David Pritchard presented the August, 2021, treasurer’s report, noting that Humboldt Redwoods State Park sent a full 
refund of our payment for the cancelled Membership Ride. Marleen moved to accept the report and refer it to the audit 
committee. Billie seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
Public Lands – Carole noted the severity of many fires. See the rest of her report elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
Public Liaison – Mort was absent. Huge McCash fire burning on Ten Bear Mountain. Billie moved for the Unit to 
spend $1,000 on hay to be split around livestock evacuation centers. Dick is seeking locations. Dick seconded. Motion 
carried. 
 
Education – Jacque was absent. 
 
Other Committee Reports 
 
 
Spots are available for the French Ranch ride. Call Cathy Mathena. 
 
Cathy had nothing new on membership. 
 
David has ordered green shirts for Unit and said that price on vests have dropped from $50 to $44. Contact him if you 
want one. 
 
Historian Matt Giacomini was absent but always accepting photos. 
 
Cynthia Bloom LaDue has “How to Save Your Horse”. Cathy will email her. 
 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 
Members can still sign up for saw training. Call Carole. 
 
Unit will provide a couple of six packs of local beers for the Rendezvous scheduled for October 29-31 in Tulare. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Catered Ride made money but final figures are still being calculated. 
 
Space available for French Ranch ride. 
 
The membership ride at Cuneo has been cancelled by the park due to lack of water. Horse camp closed for remainder of the 
year though all trails are open. 
 
State board meeting will be October 8-10. It may be virtual or in person at Santa Nella. 
 
Susan and Carole set up Unit feature booth at Humboldt County Fair. 
 
Public Lands Day is September 25 and Jacque will find us a project. 
 
 
 
New Business 
 
Cowboy Canned Food Drive is November 20. 
 
Nominations for officers and board members starts in October and voting will be in November. 
 
Christmas party is scheduled for December 11 at Vets Hall in Ferndale. 
 
Dick, Cathy, Susan, Carole and Billie will help develop a strategic plan for the Unit. Jacque also volunteered. 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
Dr. Laura Weindraus is the new vet at North Coast Veterinary Hospital. Dr. Branch set to retire the end of September. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for October 6 at 7 p.m. in Polasek’s barn but may be shifted to a virtual meeting. 
 
Next board meeting, if needed, will be September 29. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Susan Combes 
Secretary 



Redwood Unit General Membership Meeting 

Backcountry Horsemen of California 

August 4, 2021 

 

 

 

President Carole Polasek called the meeting to order at 7:05p.m. Officers and board members attending: Carole Polasek, Darrel      
Polasek, Susan Combes, David Pritchard, Dick Wild, Mort Scott, Marlene Nylander, Lori White, Billie Mohr, Jacque Murphy, 

Kim Chamberlain. Absent: Brenda Hoffman and Cathy Mathena.  

 
Flag salute and pledge of allegiance. 
 
Carole welcomed attendees to our real, live meeting. 
 
Marlene Nylander moved to approve the June 2 and July 7, 2021, minutes as printed in the newsletter. Roman Rubalcava seconded. 

Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence included three thank you notes from happy Catered Ride participants. 
 
Treasurer David Pritchard presented the June and July, 2021, treasurer’s reports. Billie Mohr moved to accept the reports and refer 

them to the audit committee. Jeff Chase seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 

 

 Public Lands – See Carole’s report elsewhere in the newsletter. 

  

 Public Liaison – Mort reported that the Forest Service has budgeted money for trail work. A fire is burning at McCash on Ten 

Bear Mountain and possibly another in the Wooley Creek drainage. 
 

 Education – Jacque Murphy noted that September 25 is Public Lands Day. She will find something for the Unit to do. 

 

 Membership - Cathy was absent so there was no report. 

 Unit Shirts – David will be ordering shirts soon. 

 Historian – Matt Giacomini was absent but he is always collecting clippings and photos. 
 

 “Save Your Horse” – Cynthia LeDoux-Bloom has the lender copy and Carole has another to view. 

 
Unfinished Business 

Other Committee Reports 



 

 Saw Certification – Carole passed around a sign-up sheet for those interested. Training has to be on public land and Dan Horn has 

found a site in Kneeland. Date TBA. 
 

 Rendezvous – The date has been changed to October 29-31, 2021. It will be held in Tulare. Organizers ask for Unit donations of 

$2 per member but at the last Rendezvous we used our money to buy items from vendors there and donate them to the silent auction. 
Kim Chamberlain moved to spend $150 on auction items. Dick Wild seconded. Motion carried. Rendezvous registration forms are 

available on line or Carole has some. 
 

 Half Ass Flat Ride – Carole reported that we had 127 paid riders, including nine youth, as opposed to only 73 paid riders in 2019. 

A few bills remain to be paid before we will have the final financial report. We’re still looking for the heavy chain used to load the 
generator. 

 

 Stanshaw Work Party – Only a handful of workers showed up. They ate well and accomplished a lot in camp. Water is working 

and a gate was rehung on the big corral. 
 

 Fortuna Rodeo Parade – All went well and the group looked great. In the future we want to carry American, California and Unit 

flags and wear the green, long-sleeve Unit shirts. David Pritchard moved to buy 12 shirts in various sizes to lend to riders who did not 
buy their own. Rochelle Vernon seconded. Motion carried. Rochelle will ask Sheriff Posse if they would donate their flag holders and 

American and California flags to us since they will no longer ride in the parade. 
 

 French Ranch Ride – Ride is September 8 – 10. Space is limited so be sure and reserve a spot with Cathy Mathena. We will pot 

luck Saturday night around the New York strip steak left over from the Catered Ride. Riders are on their own for other meals.  
 

 Membership Ride – It will be held at Cuneo Creek in A and B camps October 8-10. Sign up with Cathy. 
 

 State Board Meeting – Dates are set for October 8 – 10 but the location is undecided. 
 

New Business 
 

 County Fair Booth – Kim, Lori and Susan agreed to work on it. Visit the booth in Belotti Hall and restock handouts as needed. 

Supplies are under the table. Please note that the ghost of wolf OR7 still roams the mountains and his daughter has two pups at her 

side. A cougar has been seen near camp. 
 

 Public Lands Day is September 25 – Jacque will find a place for a clean-up event for the Unit. 
 

 Youth Participation – For public events, BCHC is not responsible for youth so Units can establish their own guidelines. Dick sug-

gested a Unit member carry a satellite phone on each ride to insure outside contact in case of emergency. For the Catered Ride, in the 
future there will be a mandatory meeting Friday night for all ride leaders to get their vests and radios and make sure radios are work-

ing. 
 

 Dick said that former members Dick and Sandy Feder have been ill. He also urged our Unit establish a strategic plan. A committee 

will be formed this fall. 
 

 Next meeting is September 1 in Polasek’s barn. 
 

 Next board meeting, if needed, is August 23. 

 
Announcements: 

 Dick said that former members Dick and Sandy Feder have been ill. He also urged our Unit establish a strategic plan. A committee 

will be formed this fall. 
 

 Next meeting is September 1 in Polasek’s barn. 
 

 Next board meeting, if needed, is August 23. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,         Susan Combes       Secretary  

 
 
 

 



 

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT 

September 1, 2021 by Carole Polasek 
 

BCHC 
 

 A. A new award in honor  of Anne Lange has been set up by the State BCHC. 
 
 

FOREST SERVICE             
  
 A. Articles daily are in the Times-Standard newspaper about the fires in California. All National forests are 
 closed until further notice. 
 

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT 

August 4, 2021 by Carole Polasek 

BCHA 
 

A. Summer  2021 newsletter  has lots of information on progress done by BCHA. 
 

BCHC 
 

A. Summer  2021 newsletter  has many ar ticles about what units are able to accomplish, even in the pandemic.  
 
 

FOREST SERVICE 
 

A. Ar ticle in Times-Standard newspaper that the Klamath National Forest is the first in the National Forest 
System to be completely free of all known cultivation sites and associated hazardous material. 

 

 B. The letter  to the Forest Service about temporar ily fixing the wash-out between Stanshaw and Hay Press 
 camps on Forest Service Road 15N17 with a Bailey-type bridge has been submitted. To date, we have not had 
 reply. 

 



MISSION STATEMENT: 

To promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to advocate good trail manners. 

To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation. 

To keep the backcountry trails and forage areas open to horsemen on all public lands. 

To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management plans related to 

government regulations of the backcountry. 

To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested in recreational 

stock use and enjoying the backcountry. 

To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on backcountry trails. 

To assist in keeping the public informed of the vital need for a clean backcountry. 

To promote a working relationship with and keep the work and interests of the Corporation before our local, state and federal officials. 

To assist in the formation and continuation of the local Units to carry out these purposes. 

To promote public awareness and interest in the historical aspect of horsemen and stock in the backcountry and to help educate backcountry 

users on ways to use the trail and forage in a manner that conserves the backcountry resources 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMAN OF CA 

REDWOOD UNIT 

P.O. BOX 6023 

EUREKA, CA 95502 


