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Mule Whispers From Carole
January 23, 2020

Wow! Two President Comments in one month! Course if I had gotten my act together in December I
wouldn’t be doing two this month. Oh, well...
Another exciting year is upon us and speeding by. All sorts of things lined up and will be here before we
know it.
On Saturday, January 11, 2020 the Members Only Pack Clinic was held at Polasek’s Half Ass Flat Ranch.
The unit provided hamburgers, cooked by Marty, and buns to pot luck around. We started about 10:00
am with lunch about noon. No one brought a horse or mule to practice packing on, so Polasek’s iron
mule was brought in.. This is a very calm, well-broke mule which has, so far, never kicked or bitten
anyone to my knowledge, and didn’t do anything wrong this day.
Cathy, Maris, Jacque and Anna are headed to the State Board meeting in Santa Nella on Friday to Sunday, February 7-9, 2020. They will get information on the Forest Service Intern Packing program, along
with other state-wide issues.
Next up is the Trail Challenge on Saturday, March 7, 2020, beginning at 10:00 am. Susan is handling
registrations and questions. The snack bar will be open, and Marty will probably do french fries. A
committee has been formed to take care of the prep work for the Challenge. We might need extra help
running it if you are available. Be there, rain or shine!
Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at Polasek’s Half Ass Flat Ranch. The dinner group
will gather at Ferndale Pizza Co. about 5:30-6:00 p.m. or so.
The dedicated riders will get out there, cold, raining, muddy, for some riding here and there. Rain gear
and rain booties for your equine are probably necessary.
As always, saddle side up!
Carole
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Backcountry Horsemen of California has the following goals:
1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of
horses in America's backcountry and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government and private agencies in
their maintenance and management of said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in
the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
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5. To foster and encourage the formation of new units of the
organization
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February 5, 2020
@ Polasek’s Half Ass Flat Ranch
Meeting @ 7:00pm
For those interested in dinner before,
some will be meeting at Ferndale Pizza
Co about 5:30 p.m.
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Trinalyn Wilson

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT
January 8, 2020 by Carole Polasek
BLM
A. Article in on-line newsletter stating that the BLM Headquarters is now located in Grand Junction, CO.
This makes sense as most of the BLM land is in the West!
BCHC
A. Most information is on gearing up for the 2020 State Rendezvous which will be held in Red Bluff, CA,
March 27-29.

Redwood Unit General Membership Meeting
Backcountry Horsemen of California
January 8, 2020
Meeting called to order by President Carole Polasek at 7:01 p.m. Quorum present. Officers and board members
attending: Carole Polasek, Darrel Polasek, Maris Hawkins, Susan Combes, Mort Scott, Cathy Mathena,
David Pritchard, Marlene Nylander, Jacque Murphy, Billie Mohr. Absent: Lori White, Cindy Giacomini,
Dick Wild.
Flag salute and pledge of allegiance.
Carole welcomed new members Eric and Cynthia Bloom.
David Pritchard moved to approve the September, October and November, 2019, minutes as printed in the
newsletter. Jacque Murphy seconded. Motion carried.
Included in correspondence was a notice from state that a new editor for the BCHC newsletter is needed.
Top O’ State newsletter contained a round-up of activities from that very active unit.
David Pritchard moved to review the September, October, November, December, 2019, and January, 2020,
treasurer’s reports and refer them to the audit committee. Billie Mohr seconded. Motion carried.
Standing Committee Reports
Public Lands – See Carole’s report elsewhere in the newsletter.
Public Liaison – Mort Scott reported we have no projects underway just now but he is ever willing to
guide anyone with ideas.
Education – Jacque Murphy had nothing to report except that Redwood Unit Wilderness Riders will
present at Rendezvous.
Other Committee Reports
Billie announced the January conditioning ride will be the 19th at Clam Beach second parking lot. Meet
at 10 a.m. and ride out at 10:30 a.m., weather permitting. Be sure to lock rigs and leave nothing of
value. The lot is smaller now so big rigs beware. Billie Mohr moved to have Susan Combes
approach officials at the preserve in Ferndale about allowing the Unit to create a no-slip surface on
their metal bridge. Cathy seconded. Motion carried.
Cathy Mathena needs everyone to submit their hours before the end of January. The form is on the state
web site. Completed forms can be e-mailed to Cathy at burdoc@suddenlink.net.
David suggested now is the time to order your long sleeved green Unit shirt from him so it can be worn
at Rendezvous.
Historian Matt Giacomini did not attend but is still collecting photos and info for the scrapbook.
The Blooms took home “Save Your Horse”.
Unfinished Business
Darrel, Carole, Cathy, Jacque and Anna Baglioni went to the Rendezvous planning meeting. Anna will be in
charge of collegiate packing and will judge the open packing. Darrel moved for Unit to contribute $200
for packing awards. Anna seconded. Motion carried. Rendezvous is looking for donations of wine and
beer for the wine and beer tasting and donations of other items are being sought for live and silent
auction. Alyssa Alvarez has contacts for those and will see what she can get. Darrel has been checking
with some local vendors for ads. Cathy moved for our Unit to donate $100 to Rendezvous to help offset
expenses. Darrel seconded. Motion carried. David Pritchard moved to reimburse Carole $92.89 for
lunch for the group who attended meeting. Cynthia Bloom seconded. Motion carried. Jacque moved to

pay for lunch for those attending future planning meetings on Feb. 1 and 29. Cathy seconded. Motion
carried.
The Christmas party was a great success with good food (thank you kitchen crew and those who brought
potluck items). The new location at the Vet’s Hall is popular.
We did not enter the Lighted Tractor Parade this year. Maybe next Christmas.
Treasurer Maris says the audit committee will get together soon to audit 2019 books and she will file soon
with the state.
Maris said the 2020 budget will be very close to the 2019 budget which was within $300 of the 2018
budget. David moved to accept the 2020 budget. Jacque seconded. Motion carried.
David moved to pass on donating funds to victims of the Kincaid fire. Darrel seconded. Motion carried.
David moved for Unit to again donate $500 to offset tuition costs for Forest Service packing intern.
Marlene seconded. Lengthy discussion followed, questioning what actually happens to our money
once it gets to the Forest Service since last year’s intern was brought on to pack but didn’t get much
packing but cleaned a lot of stalls. Anna said she has met with three previous interns and none of
them were retained by the Forest Service, a goal of the intern program, and last year’s intern never
received a performance report. The motion was amended to seek accountability from the Forest
Service before the money is turned over. Cathy moved to pay meals for Anna at the State Board
Meeting since she will go to address the packing intern issue. Billie Mohr seconded. Motion carried.
The members only packing clinic would be held rain or shine this Saturday, January 11th. Bring rain gear
and a pot luck item. Wilderness Riders were scheduled to speak.
New Business
State Board Meeting is February 8 at St. Nella. Maris, Jacque, Cathy and Anna will attend.
The March 7 trail trial committee will be Darrel, Jeff Chase, Carole, Susan Combes, Cathy, Rochelle
Vernon, Cynthia and Eric Bloom, Anna and Alyissa. We can set up Friday afternoon. Event will be
limited to first 40 riders and will cost $30. Susan Combes will take reservations and answer questions
at 786-9142.
Darrel passed around the Catered Ride committee list to see if anyone wanted off or on the list. They will
meet in February.
Announcements
Blue Lake Saddle Club is listing horse events in their calendar and we have bought a $10 ad according to Jacque.
North Coast Horsemen’s Assn. named our Maris as Horsewoman of the Year. Congratulations Maris.
Next meeting is February 5 at 7 p.m. at Half Ass Flat Ranch. Join some of the group at Ferndale Pizza Co. for
dinner about 5:30.
Next board meeting, if necessary, is January 29.
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted
Susan Combes
Secretary

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMAN OF CA
REDWOOD UNIT
P.O. BOX 6023
EUREKA, CA 95502

MISSION STATEMENT:
To promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to advocate good trail manners.
To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation.
To keep the backcountry trails and forage areas open to horsemen on all public lands.
To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management plans related to
government regulations of the backcountry.
To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested in recreational
stock use and enjoying the backcountry.
To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on backcountry trails.
To assist in keeping the public informed of the vital need for a clean backcountry.
To promote a working relationship with and keep the work and interests of the Corporation before our local, state and federal officials.
To assist in the formation and continuation of the local Units to carry out these purposes.
To promote public awareness and interest in the historical aspect of horsemen and stock in the backcountry and to help educate backcountry
users on ways to use the trail and forage in a manner that conserves the backcountry resources

